How did the collaboration on this project start?
What was the biggest surprise on the way to the results presented in this paper?
As a side topic in the overall project, we used Monte-Carlo simulations to link the magnetic interactions with magnetic structures. From these, we found that, for this special class of antiferromagnetically ordered SCM compounds, the magnetic relaxations observed in zero field originate mainly from defects and not from (more or less) perfect crystals. This was somehow surprising, but it was confirmed by measuring samples with defects introduced intentionally by sample grinding. Even more surprising was the fact that we could learn something useful from a crushed sample, because we would normally prefer to investigate only perfect samples.
Invited for the cover of this issue is the group of Michał Rams at Jagiellonian University (Kraków, Poland) and colleagues at Christian-Albrechts-Universität zu Kiel, Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena, and Helmholtz-Zentrum Berlin. The image represents a 1D coordination polymer with Co(II) spins that are flipped by photons during an EPR experiment. Read the full text of the article at 10.1002/chem.201903924.
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